
VERONIKA BROMOVÁ
Hathořina kabelka /
HaHathor’s Handbag 
23/03–22/05/07

Preview and reception
Thursday, March 22 at 6 pm
Kamenická 22, Praha 7- Letná 

Please note new opening t imes:  Tues – Fr i :  1-6 pm,  Sat  2-6 pm,  or  by appointment .

hunt  kastner  artworks  presents  a  new  ser ies  of  sel f -por trai ts  by  Veronika  Bromová 
that  were  inspired  by  the  strength  of  the  v isual  and  spi r i tual  imagery  of  ancient 
Egypt ian c iv i l izat ion.   The exhib i t ion centers around f ive large-scale photographs (130 x 
200cm)  dedicated  to  the  Egypt ian  goddess  Hathor,  created  with  3D  graphic  technology 
and  pr inted  on  canvas.   The  photographs  were  or ig inal ly  exhib i ted  in  Sweden  in  2005-
2006  as  a  par t  of  the  t ravel ing  exhibi t ion  Content  -  the  Handbag  in  Contemporary  Ar t 
(Kul turhuset,  Stockholm, Art  Museum Boras,  Ar t Museum Sundsval) .  

In  2003,  Bromová t raveled  to  Egypt  where,  at  the  temple  of  Dender,  about  70  km north 
of  Luxor,  she discovered Hathor,  the goddess of  fer t i l i ty  and ear thly  p leasures,  to whom 
the  temple  is  dedicated.  Whi le  tour ing  the  s i te,  she  came  across  a  large  re l ief  in  the 
stone  of  a  woman  carry ing  something  made  in  the  shape  of  an  amphora,  wi th  what 
looked  l ike  mushrooms sprouting  out  f rom the  sides  and  which  looked  very  much  l ike  a 
smal l  evening  handbag… something  to  hold  a l l  the  th ings  that  we  cannot  do  without  on 
our  journeys.   “ .… for  me,  i t  evoked  a  dark  secret  feel ing;  the  feel ing  that  i t  was  an  
object  f rom  which  we  can  extract  a  secret  substance,  a  psychotropic  extract  by  which  
one  can  be  taken  to  some  other  d imension  of  sensory  percept ion  and  to  an  
understanding of  the never-ending splendor.   A  p lace that  the ancient  Egypt ians dreamt  
of ,  a p lace where they hoped and bel ieved that  they would wind up on their  journey into  
the  af ter l i fe.  L ike  the  Egypt ian  book  of  the  dead,  in  which  one  f inds  the  chapter  about  
leaving the mater ia l  world for that  of  eternal  splendor “ .   

Bromová‘s Hathor  cycle  of  f loat ing  f igures  and  strange  objects  in  myster ious 
envi ronments  in  psychedel ic  colors  evoke  early  sci - f i  f i lms  and  in  th is  same  way  are  at 
once  magical  and  endearing  in  their  naiveté.   Escape  and  dreams  are,  of  course,  not 
the  domain  of  chi ldren  alone  but  l ike  chi ldren  we  need  something  to  hold  on  to  on  our 
journeys.  Something  which  is  ours  alone,  l ike  a  secur i ty  b lanket  –  in  th is  case  the 
handbag,  every  woman’s  favor i te  accessory  so  versat i le  but  at  once  very  personal  and 
unique.  

Veronika  Bromova  (born  1966  in  Prague)  is  one  the  best  known  new  media  ar t ists  in 
the  Czech  Republ ic.   She  has  exhib i ted  extensively  in  Europe  and  the  United  States, 
represented  the  Czech  Republ ic  at  the  Venice  Biennale  in  1991,  has  work  in  major 
Czech  and  European  publ ic  col lect ions,  including  the  Prague  National  Gal lery, 
Pompidou  Center  in  Par is  and  Museum  for  Modern  Art ,  and  since  2001  has  headed  up 
the School  for  New Media  I I  at  the Academy of  Fine Arts  in  Prague.  She is  a  part  of  the 
new  generat ion  of  ar t is ts,  who  graduated  f rom  the  art  academies  after  the  fa l l  of 
communism,  which  was  centered  around  a  strong  core  of  women  –  including  Kateř ina 
Vincourová,  Marketa  Othová,  Štepanka  Šimlová,  Jana  Vidová,  Elen  Řadová  –  who 
impressed  the  newly  emerging  art  scene  with  thei r  fear less  exper imentat ion  and  use  of 
new  technology  and  their  unabashed,  unapologetic,  deep  personal  and  int imate 
statements.

Special thanks to ERCO Lighting GmbH.


